
COUNCIL 
 
 
19 March 2009 

Agenda Item 71(b) 
 
 
Brighton & Hove City Council 

 

NM02-19/03/09  Status: Proposed 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
 

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT GROUP 

 

FUEL POVERTY AND EXCESS WINTER DEATHS 
 
 
“This Council notes with regret that according to figures from the Office of National 
Statistics there were 110 excess winter deaths in the three Brighton and Hove 
Parliamentary constituency in 2006/7. Most of these deaths are caused by cold 
homes, or fuel poverty as it is known.  Thousands more people suffer from living in 
poorly insulated homes that leak heat. 
  

This Council also notes that David Heath MP (Liberal Democrat), supported by John 
Gummer MP (Conservative) and Alan Simpson MP (Labour), has tabled the Fuel 
Poverty Bill, which seeks to develop a strategy to tackle this problem. 
  

The Bill is being promoted by the Fuel Poverty Coalition, a wide range of 
organisations concerned with the elderly, poverty and the environment – including 
ACE, Friends of the Earth, Help the Aged, Age Concern and others. 
 

The Bill will reinstate the duty to end fuel poverty.  It requires the homes of the fuel 
poor to be brought up to the minimum energy efficiency standards enjoyed by new 
homes.  It also requires energy suppliers to offer social (i.e. reduced rate) tariffs to 
vulnerable householders in the short term. The Bill will help to lower energy bills and 
save carbon emissions. 
 

This Council calls on the city's three MPs to do all they can to assist in the passage 
of this important legislation.  Furthermore it requests that the Chief Executive writes 
to the three MPs to inform them of the strength of feeling of the Council.” 
 
 
Proposed by:  Cllr Paul Elgood Seconded by: Cllr David Watkins 
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